Naked Intimidation: The Wakefield Inquisition is Only the
Tip of the Autism Censorship Iceberg

"That’s baseless conspiracy-mongering”, some might counter,
contending that any anecdote I might dig up is simply the normal process of
scientific quality control. "Welcome to the real world”, I respond, because
this is something entirely new and disturbing. The deep and profound
censorship occurring around autism science reaches depths that few casual
observers can imagine.

I have proof.
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There are no words to describe the findings of the General Medical
Council (GMC). All I can say is that none of us should be surprised. The
stakes had escalated far too high for the British medical establishment to
countenance any other outcome. In the face of this parody of real justice,
the only thing for the autism community to do now is stand by Andy
Wakefield. Like him, we must not be intimidated; which is why I am proud to
call Andy my friend. He is all of our friends.

We must also not forget two other fine men, John Walker-Smith and
Simon Murch, men who have devoted their professional lives to healing the
guts of sick children, and whose public reputations stand in tatters before
the world, assaulted by the public health propaganda machine, victims of a
modern day show trial. The GMC proceeding is a frightening and thoroughly
modern form of tyranny. It makes you shudder to think what Stalin or
McCarthy might have accomplished if their public relations had been more
skillful and better organized.

The extremity of the GMC'’s verdict--all three men guilty on all counts—
lays bare any pretense that the British medical establishment cares one whit
about the welfare of its patients. Let’s put in perspective the actions at issue
here. No children were harmed and no parent or guardian has complained
about the care these three men provided. In fact, the procedures involved
were routine, the resulting treatments standard and the careful attention to
gastrointestinal illness in autistic children has recently been endorsed by a
consensus statement published in the journal Pediatrics (no friend of the
autism community). Considered in this light, the GMC hearing process
stands exposed for what it is. It was not about medical standards. It was not
about evidence. It was not even civilized. It was, rather, a naked exercise in
intimidation, a fateful moment of moral decision in which the medical
industrial complex exposed its ruthless, repressive essence. They are a
frightening bunch and their conduct here raises issues well beyond autism.
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