Letter 43 Letter Requesting Extended School Year for Young Child
Your Name, Address, and Telephone Number

Date:

Name and Address of IEP Administrator

Re:
Request for Extended School Year Services


Student:

Dear _____________,

This is a request that my child be provided with extended school year services.  As you are aware, extended school year services are frequently offered to children with autism because these children have a tendency to regress without continued educational services.

34 C.F.R. section 300.309 governs extended school year services:

(a) General

(1) Each public agency shall ensure that extended school year services are available as necessary to provide FAPE, consistent with paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) Extended school year services must be provided only is the child’s IEP team determines, on an individual basis, in accordance with Secs. 300.340-300.350, that the services are necessary for the provision of FAPE to the child.

(3) In implementing the requirements of this section, a public agency may not-

i. Limit extended school year services to particular categories of disability or;

ii. Unilaterally limit the type, amount, or duration of those services.

According to a National Research Council study, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, “the consensus across programs is generally strong concerning the need for:  early entry into an intervention program: active engagement in intensive instructional programming for the equivalent of one full school day, including services that may be offered in different sites, for a minimum of five days a week with full year programming, use a planned teaching opportunities, organized around relatively brief periods of time for the youngest children (e.g. 15-20 minute intervals) and sufficient amounts of adult attention in one to one or very small group instruction to meet individualized goals.”  NRC, Educating Children with Autism P.6.
I am requesting extended school year services (“ESY”) because I think it is likely that my child will suffer educational regression if the school district does not provide ESY.  Please schedule an IEP as soon as possible so that we may consider this request.

Unless the school district agrees to provide ESY at the IEP, I request that an expert in autism assess my child for ESY.  I further request that as part of the assessment, the expert confer with the child’s teachers and other personnel that were providing services this year and myself.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Your Name
