Letter 35 Request for Qualified Teacher (or Aide or Service Provider) for a Child with Autism
Your Name, Address and Telephone Number

Date:

School Principal or IEP Administrator

Address

Re:
Qualifications of Teacher


Student:


School District:

Dear _______________,

I am concerned about the qualifications of ______________(name of person)to provide an appropriate education for my child.  As you are aware, it is critical for a child with autism to have a (pick one—teacher, aide, speech, and language therapist or other) with education, training, and experience in autism.

In fact, federal law 20 U.S.C. Section 1413(a)(3) requires that the school ensure that all personnel necessary to carry out (the IDEA) are appropriately and adequately prepared.

The US Department of Education sponsored a study by the National Research Council (“NRC”) that was published in the book Educating Children with Autism.  According to the NRC, a teacher must be able to identify an autistic child’s needs and use appropriate methods to address those needs.  The NRC found that teachers cannot acquire these skills through classes alone, but need to have experience with models or working classrooms and effective teachers.  (NRC P. 187)  Additionally, teachers must be “familiar with theory and research concerning the best practices for children.  (NRC P. 225)

The NCR also advises that the personnel who provide the services for children with autism “need familiarity with autistic spectrum disorders and the range of possible outcomes and with the many methods that fit into best practices.”  The committee found that it is important for teachers and other professionals have multiple exposures, opportunities to practice, and active involvement as well as ongoing consultation, hands on opportunities to practice skills, and building on the knowledge of teachers.
This is to request that the school provide my child with a (Choose one—teacher, aide, services provider (specify area of service)) who has the requisite qualifications in autism.

Sincerely,

Your Name
