Letter 3 – Request for Assessment for a Young 
Child with Autism

(Your Name, Address and Telephone Number) 

Date: 

To:  Name & Address of Principal of School and Superintendent of Schools

Re:  (Your child’s name and birth date, name of school) 

Dear _______________________________, 

My local educational agency (your school) plans to assess my child for autism and pervasive developmental disorders.  The law provides that a qualified person(s) should make the assessment.  (34 C.F.R 300.520; 300.530)   Please provide me with the education, training and experience of each of the professionals that will be assessing my child.  

According to the book Educating Children with Autism, a study sponsored by the US Department of Education and performed by the National Research Council (NRC) “In most cases, and especially with preschool children, several professionals will be required to make a proper diagnosis.  The assessment may involve “special educators, general educators, psychologists, speech pathologists, occupational and physical therapists, and physicians.  All of these professionals should have education, training and experience with autism.”  (NRC, Educating Children with Autism, p. 23 and p. 24) 

“The need for a multidisciplinary team or transdisciplinary perspective can create challenges for local educational authorities.  Although the mandate of the local education authority (LEA) and state-funded developmental disability programs is to provide appropriate education, the services of non-LEA specialists are required for initial identification, diagnosis, and clinical services related to the presence of additional handicapping conditions.”  (NRC, Educating Children with Autism, p. 26) 

It is rare for a school district to have professionals in the various disciplines qualified in autism.  “The level of expertise required for effective diagnosis and assessment may require the services of individuals, or a team of individuals other than those usually available in a school setting” (Sparrow 1997).  (NRC, Educating Children with Autism, p. 26) 

“A range of components should be part of a comprehensive educational evaluation of young children with autism.  These include obtaining a thorough developmental and health history, a psychological assessment, a communicative assessment, medical evaluation, and, in some cases, additional consultation regarding aspects of motor, neuropsychological, or other areas of functioning.”  (NRC, Educating Children with Autism, p. 28)
Please inform me as to the identity of each professional who will be assessing my child.  I also request the following information:  

1. The name and a description of each test and assessment that will be made; 

2. The identity of the person who made the determination as to which tests or assessments will be done, and the education, training and experience of that person in autism; 
3. A statement of each assessor and tester’s education, training and experience in autism and in the area or focus of that part of the assessment.  
Please provide this information to me at least ten business days prior to the assessment.  

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

(Your Name) 

